ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A cooler pad frame for an evaporative cooler includes an outer panel and an inner 
panel defining a pad space for holding a pad element. The outer panel has a plurality of 
louvered openings for allowing a stream of air to flow through the outer panel and into 
the pad element, and the inner panel has a plurality of louvered opening for allowing the 
stream of air to flow out of the pad element and through the inner panel. The inner panel 
and outer panel louvered openings have louvers projecting at an angle toward the bottom 
of the pad frame and inward toward the pad space. In an evaporative cooler, the pad 
frame is mounted to the cooler frame for holding the pad element between an air inlet and 
an air outlet such that the stream of air flowing through the inlet passes through the pad. 
A method for reducing entrainment in an evaporative cooler includes disposing a pad 
element in an air stream, disposing a louvered inner panel at a position downstream of the 
pad element and distributing water over the pad element. 
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